
 
 

PO Box 819, Forbes          March 2017 
              

From the Editor 
The March water availability update is attached, and we 
also have an overview of some of the current water 
related issues where users have been asked to provide 
input - the Water Resource Plan for groundwater, 
IPART’s draft determination on WaterNSW pricing, and 
the Lachlan Water Security Project. 
 

Lachlan – Water Availability 
Many irrigators have been keenly awaiting DPI Water’s 
update, which was released on 16 March.   Key points: 

 As at the start of March additional inflows of 32,000 
ML are needed before any new AWD can be made 
for general security.   This figure will be updated as 
the year progesses. 

 The General Security Use Limit for 2017/18 will be 
100% of entitlement. 

 There is 581,000 ML of water allocation currently 
held in GS accounts  

 It is unlikely that stock and domestic replenishment 
flows will be delivered in autumn/winter, due to the 
2016 flooding, but tributary flows may be used to 
top up these systems. 

 With the BOM forecasting a drier than average 
autumn, the chances of an increase in the Lachlan 
general security AWD are:   

Inflows 
Conditions 

Additional 
AWD by 

30/06/17 

Additional 
AWD by  

31/10/17 

Extremely 
dry 

0 0 

Dry 0 
0 
 

Average  1% 34% 

Wet (20% of 
years) 

Storage spill 
and reset to 

131% 

Storage spill 
and reset to 

135% 
Note: The above new AWD is in addition to water already 
held in GS accounts. 
 

You can see all the water availability updates on the DPI 
Water website here and register to get them by email. 

 
Interesting fact – in this water year to date there has 
been approximately 1,790,000 ML flow past Willandra 
Weir, of which measured usage has been 175,000 ML, 
or just under 10% of the flow. 

Groundwater Water Resource Plan  
Groundwater licence holders should have received a 
letter from DPI Water recently about the development 
of the Water Resource Plan (WRP) for the Lachlan 
alluvial groundwater, which includes the Belubula 
Alluvium, Upper Lachlan Alluvium and Lower Lachlan 
Alluvium.   
 
DPI Water is calling for submissions on the Status and 
Issues paper, which is available here on the DPI Water 
website.  We have some hard copies in the LVW office 
and there are also hard copies at the Carrathool Shire 
Council chambers in Hillston.   
 
The Status and Issues paper identifies a range of issues, 
including those already raised by licence holders: 

 Local impact management – the Paper notes there 
has been a previous recommendation to use 
preventative management in preference to dealing 
with the impacts once they have occurred, and that 
local impact management should not reduce the 
capacity for existing licence holders in favour of new 
entrants.  It states that the issue will be considered.   

 Extraction limits – the Paper comments that a 
review of extraction limits has been proposed, but 
states that the limits cannot be increased because 
they must comply with the Basin Plan SDL limit.  The 
Paper also notes that extending the compliance 
rolling average period from 3 to 5 years has been 
proposed, and adds that the Basin Plan compliance 
rules must be complied with. The Basin Plan limit is 
actually more generous than NSW, and is gradually 
moving towards a 10 year rolling average. 

 Aboriginal values and uses –the Paper notes that 
the availability of water for cultural practices is an 
issue, as is identifying and protecting water at sites 
of cultural significance, but does not reference 
specific sites in the Lachlan. 

 Groundwater dependent ecosystems (GDE) – DPI 
Water has identified high ecological value 
ecosystems where there is also a high probability of 
some reliance on groundwater.   These are generally 
along the main stem of the river and the tributary 
creeks.   I expect this issue will revolve around the 
level of dependence on groundwater and whether 
any extra controls are required to manage risks.   

 Belubula Groundwater AWD – the paper notes the 
groundwater AWD is linked to the HS AWD and 
states the issue will be considered further.  

http://www.water.nsw.gov.au/water-management/water-availability/water-accounting
http://www.water.nsw.gov.au/water-management/water-resource-plans/lachlan-wsp


We have arranged the following meetings for 
groundwater users to go through the Status and Issues 
paper, answer any questions, and to get your feedback 
on the key points. 
 

Lower Lachlan – Thursday 23rd March 
Hillston Ex-Services Club, 11am – 1.30pm. 

 

Upper Lachlan – Monday 27th March 
Gooloogong Country Club, 7pm – 8.30pm 

 
All groundwater licence holders are invited  

 
If you have any questions about this or the issues being 
considered, please give me a call to discuss.   
 
Submissions are due by Friday 31st March, and while 
LVW will be making a submission on behalf of all licence 
holders we urge that members also make an individual 
submission on the issues important to you. 

You can submit by email or in writing to: 
mailto:lachlan.gw.wrp@dpi.nsw.gov.au  OR 
PO Box 829, ALBURY NSW 2640 

 
Flood Recovery Grants  

A reminder that claims must be lodged before 19 June 
2017, and payment can only be made on provision of 
tax invoices or receipts dated after 30 August 2016 for 
damages incurred. 
 
The grants of up to $15,000 are available for primary 
producers in the Bland, Bogan, Forbes, Lachlan, 
Narromine, Parkes and Warren Shires who suffered 
direct damage as a result of the August 2016 floods.  
Eligible costs include resowing pastures, repair and 
replacement of equipment, purchase of fodder and 
feed supplements, fencing and internal roads. 
 
Full information and an online application process is 
available through the NSW Rural Assistance website at 
http://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/ .   Or if you would like a 
hard copy of the form please contact Lisa McFadyen, 
DPI Rural Support Worker, on 0437 671 459. 
 
We’re aware there is an anomaly where some farmers 
in the Cowra and Carrathool Shires suffered significant 
damage but are ineligible to apply because the level of 
damage in the shire as a whole did not allow the shire 
to be declared eligible for assistance.  It may be 
possible to establish a case for a part of a shire to be 
considered if information can be provided on the level 
of damage and the location. Please contact me at the 
office or Lisa McFadyen as above to discuss. 
 
 

Water Pricing 
IPART has just released their draft pricing decision for 
WaterNSW for 2017 – 2021.   The draft prices for the 
Lachlan and Belubula are (WaterNSW component only): 
 

 Current 
2016/17 
($/ML) 

Draft 
2017/18 
($/ML) 

Change 
% 

HS Fixed 16.48 15.26 -7% 

GS Fixed 3.28 3.55 +8% 

Usage 21.12 18.20 -14% 
Note: There are only very minor differences between the 
draft prices for 2017/18 and those for 2018/19 to 2020/21. 

We welcome the proposed reductions, and while the 
draft GS Fixed price is higher than current, it is actually 
13% lower than was proposed by WaterNSW, largely 
due to a lower return on capital and a different 
approach to volatility risk than proposed by WaterNSW.  
IPART also intends to retain the 40:60 pricing for the 
inland valleys, including the Lachlan, however, they did 
ask for feedback on what level of customer support 
would be needed if a valley were to move to an 80% 
fixed and 20% variable pricing structure.   
 
The process from here is that all parties have until 17th 
April to make submissions on the draft prices, and 
IPART will finalise their determination by June.  LVW 
will be making a submission on the draft prices and we 
welcome any feedback you have on the pricing. 

 

Lachlan Valley Water Security Project 
WaterNSW recently started community consultation on 
the Lachlan Valley Water Security Project.  While many 
people may have understood the project was about a 
potential Cranky Rock Dam, it’s actually far broader and 
is considering a whole range of options, including 
operational changes, and other infrastructure options, 
such as improving reregulating capacity in the lower 
Lachlan, to improve regional water security for all users.  
 
The current phase of the study will involve geotechnical 
and environmental site investigations at the Cranky 
Rock site, but also investigating other options, and 
undertaking a needs analysis and a cost benefit 
analysis.  The aim is to develop a preliminary business 
case to submit to the Government by September. 

 
If you have any questions about the information in this 
newsletter or other water issues please don’t hesitate 
to contact us.   
Mary Ewing, Executive Officer, Lachlan Valley Water 
PO Box 819, FORBES NSW 2871 
mailto:mary.ewing@lvw.com.au 
(P) 02 6851 2538            (M) 0427 512 538 

mailto:lachlan.gw.wrp@dpi.nsw.gov.au
http://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.ipart.nsw.gov.au/Home/Industries/Water/Reviews/Rural-Water/Prices-for-WaterNSW%E2%80%99s-Rural-Bulk-Water-Services-from-1-July-2017-formerly-State-Water-Corporation?qDh=2
mailto:mary.ewing@lvw.com.au

