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Lachlan – Water Availability 
The additional 5% AWD for general security announced 
in April has taken the total for the year to 129%.  Not 
surprisingly, usage this year has been only moderate, 
with about 190,000 ML used to the end of March, and 
at the start of April there was still 597,000 ML of water 
allocation held in GS accounts. 
 
DPI Water has announced that the General Security Use 
Limit for 2017/18 will be 100% of entitlement.   If you 
have traded in Take water this year and are carrying it 
through to 2017/18, a reminder that the Take account 
cannot be higher than 100% of entitlement unless Take 
Water from another licence is traded into the account 
in the current water year. 

 
AIRSPACE - after the account spill and reset due to the 
airspace operations last August, we’ve had some 
enquiries about the potential for it to happen again this 
year.  At this stage the rules are still the same as they 
were last year – if airspace operations are undertaken 
then the Water Sharing Plan rules state that GS 
accounts, the spillable accounts of HS licences, and 
conveyance licence account will spill and be reset, and 
the reset may not be at 136%. 
 
After the reset last year LVW wrote to DPI Water about 
the uncertainty under the current rules where an 
account spill and reset can occur without having a 
physical storage spill, and proposed some changes.  If 
and when a change is made we will alert you to it. 

 
TRANSLUCENT FLOWS – we’ve also had a few questions 
about the likelihood of translucent flows occurring this 
year.  Three conditions must be met before translucent 
flows can occur: 

 Between 15 May and 15 November 

 At least 250,000 ML of inflows to Wyangla must 
have been received in the calendar year 

 The inflows must be sufficient, combined with 
tributary inflows, to hit a ‘window’ of between 
3,500ML/day to 8,000ML/day at Lake Brewster 
weir. 

Inflows to Wyangala since 1st January this year have 
only been around 20,000 ML, see real time data for 
details, so we’re a long way from meeting that trigger, 
and as Wyangala is now at 88% it is likely we will see a 
dam spill before we see translucent flows this year.  
 

Water Trade Deadline 15 June 
The temporary transfer deadline for 2016/17 is 
approaching.  All applications to assign water 
allocations must be lodged with WaterNSW by 15 June 
2017 to guarantee processing.   
 
Applications will be received up to 30 June but 
WaterNSW cannot guarantee approval of late 
applications.  
 

Water Resource Plan - Groundwater  
LVW made a submission on the Status and Issues paper 
for the Lachlan Alluvial Groundwater WRP (covering 
Lower Lachlan, Upper Lachlan and Belubula) based on 
the feedback we received from you in March.  The four 
key issues covered were: 
 
1. Local impact rules  
One of the highest priority issues for all water users, 
with licence holders supporting these objectives: 

 That the management of the groundwater source 
should prevent the development of local impact 
areas.  

 That certainty and security of access to water for 
existing users should be maintained  

 That opportunities for development are 
maintained. 

 
2. Aboriginal values and uses  
While acknowledging the cultural values and uses 
associated with groundwater, we are concerned that 
the information provided in the Lachlan Status and 
Issues Paper was very generalised and did not identify 
specific uses or locations in the Lachlan.  We suggested 
that specific information on Aboriginal values and sites 
of significance in the Lachlan Alluvium is needed in 
order to understand whether the existing provisions in 
the Water Sharing Plans will be sufficient to manage 
any risks to these values. 

 
3. Long term average annual extraction limit  
DPI Water prefaced this issue by stating that extraction 
limits could not be increased because the limits also 
need to comply with the Basin Plan.  The position LVW 
has taken is that the current extraction limits have not 
been breached, and there is no evidence to support any 
reduction in the limit.   

 

http://realtimedata.water.nsw.gov.au/water.stm


Additionally, in the Lower Lachlan the Water Sharing 
Plan had already set the extraction limit at a very 
precautionary level and had excluded the recharge west 
of the Cobb Highway from the figures.  

 
4. Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems 
DPI Water defines groundwater dependent ecosystems 
(GDE) as “ecosystems that require access to 
groundwater to meet some or all of their water 
requirements”.  LVW recommended that there must be 
a positive identification of the level of reliance of the 
ecosystem on groundwater, and any risk that extraction 
poses to a GDE, given that most production bores are 
operating well below the depth at which a GDE is likely 
to be found, before any provisions in addition to what is 
already in the WSP are implemented to protect GDE’s.   
 
We endorsed the position in the Issues Paper that there 
is no proposal for a reduction in extraction limits to 
manage risks to GDEs. 
 
Submissions closed on 31 March we are waiting for a 
response from DPI Water on these issues.  
 

Lachlan Valley Water Security Project 
The genesis for this project was the proposal for 
another dam on the Belubula, but the project is now 
investigating a much broader range of options to 
improve water security in the Lachlan catchment.   The 
other options include smaller infrastructure projects, 
such as upgrades to allow automated operation of 
some weirs, and improving the efficiency of operation 
of the river.   This phase of the investigation aims to 
prepare a preliminary business case to submit to the 
NSW Government by September. 

 

A cost benefit analysis is being undertaken as part of 
the investigation, and WaterNSW recently sent email 
invitations to licence holders to take part in a survey on 
‘willingness to pay’, which will feed into the cost benefit 
analysis.   

The survey should allow WaterNSW to narrow down 
what aspects of water security are linked to various 
cost thresholds, and is important for the cost benefit 
analysis. If you’ve received a survey and haven’t yet 
responded, WaterNSW would appreciate your reply. 

Water Resource Plan – Surface Water 
The slow progress on the WRPs see DPI dashboard 12 
May continues to be a source of frustration for 
everyone.  The Lachlan and Belubula can have a 
productive, sustainable irrigation industry but we need 
a Water Resource Plan that ensures reliable access to 
water, and rules that encourage usage to reach the 
diversion limit of 25% of average annual flow in the 
river (in the case of the Lachlan). 
 
The water users on the Stakeholder Advisory Panel 
have put in considerable time and effort analysing and 
developing changes to the rules that would make water 
available earlier in the season and allow growers to 
plan with more certainty, and have also suggested 
additional triggers to the translucent flow rules to 
reduce the high negative impact they have on water 
available for production in critical years, such as 
occurred in 2015. In the Belubula a key issue is to 
minimize the impact of the end of system flow target. 
 
Policy makers should also be aware that the 
environmental share of water is totally protected by the 
Water Sharing Plan – if usage exceeds the limit the Plan 
rules will simply wind down the Use Limit to reduce it. 
 
NSW DPI has a goal of increasing agricultural 
productivity by 30% by 2020.  We believe that in order 
to do this the NSW Government must do everything it 
can to ensure the Water Resource Plan delivers the 
changes mentioned above.    LVW has been meeting 
with our local NSW MPS over the last 3 months to 
emphasise how important it is that the Government 
gets on with this plan and gets it right.   
 

Nuffield Scholarships 
Applications are open for the 2018 Nuffield 
Scholarships.  These are open to people aged 28 – 45 
years, who are involved in farming or fishing as owners, 
managers or active members of the farming business, 
and who intend to remain in primary production.  The 
scholarships have a value of $30,000 each and are for 
travel and study in 2018. See http://nuffield.com.au/ 
for details of the program and application form.  
Applications close on 16th June.  
 

 
If you have any questions about the information in this 
newsletter or other water issues please don’t hesitate 
to contact us.   
Mary Ewing, Executive Officer, Lachlan Valley Water 
PO Box 819, FORBES NSW 2871 
mailto:mary.ewing@lvw.com.au 
(P) 02 6851 2538            (M) 0427 512 538 
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