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From the Editor 
LVW would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
members for your support during the year and wish 
everyone a Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy 
New Year.  We look forward to whatever 2018 brings.  
 

Water Availability Update 
The Department of Industry - Water (previously DPI 
Water) are now issuing updates on water availability 
every month, around the 15th of the month.  They are 
accessible HERE under Water Allocation Statements.   
That web page also allows you to register to get the 
updates by email. 
 
The December update states that 170,000 ML of 
inflows are required in December before any new 
general security AWD could be made in January.  This is 
a big jump up from the November figure and is largely 
due to the forward planning horizon moving out from 
19 months in November to 30 months.  This requires 
that there are enough reserves to run the river and 
deliver higher priority entitlements from December 
2017 right through to May 2020.  
 
The storms on the first weekend in December produced  
inflows of around 90,000 ML, so we still need a further 
80,000 ML of inflows this month to get over the line for 
a new AWD.  The diagram below is taken from the Dept 
Industry - Water update and shows the requirements 
and the resources available. 
 

 
 
Carcoar is at 85%, Wyangala remains at 84%, Lake 
Cargelligo at 98% and Lake Brewster is at 40%. 

Water Management and Compliance 
The NSW Department of Industry has now published an 
overview HERE of how they will change the water 
management and compliance system following the 
delivery of reports from the Matthews Investigation 
and the MDBA Compliance Review. 
 
Some of the measures have already been put in place:  

 NSW has already established a Natural Resources 
Access Regulator (NRAR) to manage compliance and 
enforcement, including an obligation to publicise 
clear policies and procedures for compliance. 

 NSW has agreed to increase funding of compliance 
and enforcement by $9.5 million per year – unclear 
who is actually paying for this, given that licence 
holders are already paying for compliance through 
their water charges, but Government is not 
delivering a particularly effective service. 

 
The plan indicates the Department intends to do the 
following in the first half of 2018: 
Metering  

 Consult on an approach to implementing ‘no meter, 
no pump’, and on how to monitor metering 

 Set a timetable for implementing the new metering 
requirements 

 
Transparency 

 Release a discussion paper on creating a public 
register of water information including access 
licences, entitlements and water use approvals.   In 
fact, this information is already publically available 
through the NSW Water Registers, albeit in a fairly 
clunky form and NOT linked to licenceholder names, 
which seems to be one of the main objectives of the 
Matthews recommendations. We strongly oppose 
the licence details, trading transactions and 
individual water accounts being linked to the names 
of licenceholders in a public register. 

 
Technology 

 Request proposals to use technology such as remote 
sensing for water monitoring and compliance. 

 
Clearly these discussion papers will start rolling out 
over the next few months.  LVW will be actively 
responding to the consultation, and will be seeking your 
input because the final shape of the regulations will 
directly affect you. 

http://www.water.nsw.gov.au/water-management/water-availability
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/136204/nsw-government-water-reform-action-plan.pdf


Water Resource Plans 
Progress on the Water Resource Plans has been very 
hesitant this year.   Recapping on the current position - 
the Basin Plan requires that the states demonstrate  
how they will comply with the requirements of the 
Basin Plan by June 2019.  To do this NSW has to 
develop 22 Water Resource Plans that will each include 
a Water Sharing Plan, environmental watering plan, 
Water Quality Plan and risk assessment.  These all need 
to be completed by February 2019 so that the MDBA 
can accredit them by June 2019.   
 
For the Lachlan and Belubula surface water we’ve been 
concentrating in the Stakeholder Advisory Panel on 
WSP rules changes that will enable productive usage to 
increase to the allowable limit.  
 
Our main proposal for the Lachlan surface water was to 
use the 98th percentile inflows in the resource 
assessment instead of 99th percentile inflows, to allow a 
slightly higher, earlier AWD for general security.  At this 
stage the department considers that the risk associated 
with this is too high, so we’re doing some more work on 
identifying exactly what risks will occur and how they 
can be contained. 
 
For the Belubula the main proposals are a change to the 
end of system flow requirements and a change to the 
threshold for GS access to uncontrolled flows.   
   
And for the groundwater plan, which isn’t as far 
advanced, the key issues are managing local impacts 
and accurately identifying groundwater dependent 
ecosystems.  There’s still a long way to go on this. 

 
Some of the systemic risks associated with the whole 
Water Resource Plan process are the need to ensure 
there is no erosion of reliability of GS licences due to 
different treatment of environmental licences, or a 
growth in use by environmental licences.  It’s an 
important principle that there should be no negative 
third party impacts as a result of implementing the 
Basin Plan.   
 
There’s also a well-known  risk in the high volume of 
work that NSW Crown Lands & Water will have to do to 
complete all WRPs by 2019.  This has been flagged by 
the MDBA Compliance Review, which suggested that if 
NSW is unable to meet the deadlines the MDBA may 
have to ‘step in’ and do the Plans instead.  LVW 
considers this will pose an even higher risk to licence 
holders because there simply won’t be time to make 
any changes and we’d be stuck with the same old 
Water Sharing Plans for another 10 years. 
So 2018 looks like being extremely busy! 

 

 
        Lachlan River near Condobolin 

 

National Carp Control Plan 
The National Carp Control Plan is researching ways to 
control carp through the release of the carp herpes 
virus, and how the risks associated with this can be 
managed.   The research team has been asked to make 
a recommendation to the Federal Government by the 
end of 2018 on a control plan. 
 
The Carp Control Plan team have been running a series 
of community forums on this to discuss what would be 
involved in the release of the carp-specific virus, how 
clean-up could be managed, what other control 
methods should be considered, and to hear community 
feedback and concerns about the proposal.  So far 
there hasn’t been a forum in the Lachlan but we 
understand they are looking to schedule one here, and 
will keep you informed on this.    

  

 
 

The LVW office will be closed for Christmas from 
Friday 22nd December and will re-open on Monday 8th 

January.  
 

 
If you have any questions about information in the 
newsletter please give us a call. 
 
Mary Ewing, Executive Officer, Lachlan Valley Water 
PO Box 819, FORBES NSW 2871 
mary.ewing@lvw.com.au 
(P) 02 6851 2538            (M) 0427 512 538 
Website: https://lvw.com.au 
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