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From the Editor 
First, thank you to all members who have paid your 
membership subs, we appreciate your continued 
support of Lachlan Valley Water.  If you have any 
questions please don’t hesitate to call us. 
 
Page 2 includes links to two surveys underway now that 
we’ve been asked to pass on to our members.   
 

Water Availability Update 
Crown Lands & Water (previously DPI Water) put out an 
update on water availability last week.  It’s available 
HERE under Water Allocation Statements.   The key 
point is that a further 91,000 ML of inflows are required 
in November before any additional general security 
AWD could be made in December. 
 
The operational requirement for the next 20 months is 
shown below.  It assumes that all water currently held 
in GS accounts will be delivered over that period.  Lake 
Brewster is at 43% holding about 63 GL.   
 

 
 

WaterNSW Operational Update 
WaterNSW also publishes a weekly operational report, 
available HERE.  This week’s report describes the 
delivery of environmental water orders alongside 
irrigation demands.  At times flows to meet irrigation 
demand will also provide suitable conditions for native 
fish, but the environmental managers have ordered up 
to 23,000 ML of water to be available from Wyangala 
and 7,200 ML to be delivered from Lake Brewster to 
support native fish breeding by avoiding rapid drops in 

water level when downstream demand falls.  It is also 
planned to use the ECA to create a rise in flows to 
promote the dispersal of juvenile native fish. 
 

Water Management and Compliance 
Both the MDBA and the NSW Ombudsman have issued 
recent reports very critical of NSW management of 
compliance.   The Ombudsman’s report highlighted that 
the frequent restructures – almost 20 over the last 2 
decades – have been disruptive and that the loss of 
expertise and corporate knowledge has been very 
damaging for water management compliance.   

 
We’ve all heard the calls for a ‘no meter, no pump’ 
policy, and the NSW Government has agreed that it will 
apply to large licence holders within 12 months.   The 
MDBA Compliance Review put considerable effort into 
describing how such a policy could be delivered.  It 
proposes that all new meters must meet the Australian 
Standard AS4747 by September 2018, that 95% of 
water take should be metered using AS4747 compliant 
meters by 2022, and that anyone using more than 
100ML/year must install telemetry by 2022. AS4747 
requirements include that meters must be accurate 
within +/- 5%, the installation must be validated, it 
should have a tamper proof seal, and the meter should 
be pattern approved where available.  Currently the 
issue with this is that there are only a few pattern 
approved meters, and they are not large diameters. 
 
Along with other irrigator organisations, we are talking 
with Crown Lands & Water and WaterNSW about how 
to move to a more effective, and workable, system for 
metering and compliance, but we maintain that relying 
on technological solutions is not going to be the whole 
answer and that management must also be improved.    
 
The whole debate over water metering and whether 
the Basin Plan is being undermined  has been typified 
by misinformation and unchallenged statements that 
are inferred as applying to the entire Basin, when in 
fact, they may only refer to one region.   Certainly the 
claim made on Lateline on 23 November that water 
that was purchased by the Commonwealth for 
environmental purposes goes into a river and can then 
be extracted by downstream irrigators is NOT correct in 
the Lachlan.  All water purchased by the 
Commonwealth in this valley is held on licences and is 
subject to the same conditions as any other general 
security or high security licence. 

http://www.water.nsw.gov.au/water-management/water-availability
http://www.waternsw.com.au/customer-service/news/availability
https://www.mdba.gov.au/basin-plan-roll-out/basin-wide-compliance-review


 
National Irrigators Council 
National Irrigators Council (NIC) has been working as 
part of the Agricultural Industries Energy Taskforce on a 
number of projects to try to tackle the impact of rising 
energy prices on irrigators.  Steve Whan, the CEO, 
explains below why he has instigated this survey. 

Help us to get you lower electricity prices 
Electricity prices are hitting many irrigators hard. 
Current prices are unsustainable, and overall, they are 
making Australia less competitive as a producer of food 
and fibre and in many areas, and they are a further 
squeeze on our ability to get a return from crops.  
As well as lobbying for irrigators on a range of water 
issues, NIC is working to try to get irrigators relief from 
high electricity prices.   

NIC is working on a project funded by Energy 
Consumers Australia aimed at helping irrigators get 
better deals from electricity retailers.  If the study 
produces the results we hope, that could mean 
negotiating a better irrigator tariff, investigating 
opportunities for bulk buying groups and/or working on 
demand management.  

To do that our expert consultants need to collect some 
base information about use of electricity for pumping 
by irrigators.  We’d really appreciate your help in doing 
that by filling in the survey from the link below.  The 
survey is easy to fill in and if there are questions that 
are not relevant to you then just leave them out.  
Please help us to get you a better deal on electricity by 
filling in the survey.  

This information is for the use of this process only.  
There will be NO 3rd party or commercial use and you 
will not be contacted by any marketer! 

Thank you for your assistance.  Steve Whan 

Regional Wellbeing Survey 
The survey has been run since 2013 and is a large scale 
survey of people in regional areas.   The following 
message is from the survey manager, Jackie Schirmer.  

 
The Regional Wellbeing Survey’s mission is to support 
research that improves the wellbeing and quality of life 
of people living in rural and regional Australia. Your 
participation in the survey makes a difference, as it 
means we can produce data that communities can use 
to inform their planning and decision making, as well as 
organisations ranging from the National Farmers 
Federation to the Rural Women’s Network (check out 
the reports and data on our website). This year we have 
a special section asking about access to support, 
including how easy it is to access support services such 
as GPs, mental health and other services in your 
community. 
 
All survey participants aged 18 or over can enter the 
draw to win one of 16 prizes worth a total of $7,000. 
Winners receive their choice of either a Flight Centre, 
Coles-Myer, WISH or Bunnings giftcard, to the following 
value - First prize: $2,000; Second prize: $1,000; third to 
sixth prize: $500; 10 runner-up prizes of $100. 
 
The survey is voluntary, confidential and anonymous, 
and closes on 21 December 2017, at midnight. Thank 
you for taking the time to participate and sharing your 
valuable insights. 

 
Yours sincerely 
Jacki Schirmer  

On behalf of the Regional Wellbeing Survey team, 
University of Canberra 

Do the survey online at www.regionalwellbeing.org.au 

Call 1800 981 499 if you’d like a paper survey, or for 
help with the survey. 

 
If you have any questions about the information in this 
newsletter or other water issues please don’t hesitate 
to contact us.   
 
Mary Ewing, Executive Officer, Lachlan Valley Water 
PO Box 819, FORBES NSW 2871 
mailto:mary.ewing@lvw.com.au 
 (P) 02 6851 2538            (M) 0427 512 538 
Website: https://lvw.com.au 

 
 

What else is NIC doing on electricity prices? 
The National Irrigators Council is working to 
represent irrigators concerned about electricity 
prices by: 

 Lobbying for changes to the way the 

market operates 

 Working on projects to reduce tariffs for 

irrigators; and  

 Working with member to advocate 

projects to reduce energy use. 

There’s more information on the work NIC does 
on behalf of you at www.irrigators.org.au  

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AEITF-irrigation
http://www.regionalwellbeing.org.au/
http://www.regionalwellbeing.org.au/
mailto:mary.ewing@lvw.com.au
https://lvw.com.au/
http://www.irrigators.org.au/

