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In This Issue 
There is plenty to report on this month, from the Basin 
Plan turmoil, to DoI Water introducing new licence 
conditions, the latest water availability update and an 
update session on water matters that NSW Farmers are 
holding at Forbes on Tuesday 27th February, which is 
open to both member and non-members – see below. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Basin Plan 
Neither the disallowance of the 70GL reduction in the 
water recovery for the northern Basin, nor the decision 
on the 605 GL of SDL adjustment measures in the 
southern connected system will have a direct effect on 
the Lachlan, because this valley is already over –
recovered.    However, the uncertainty about continued 
NSW participation in the Plan could affect us.  
 
At this stage the NSW Government has said that it will 
honour any commitments it has already made under 
the Basin Plan while ensuring that it is getting the best 
outcomes and certainty for NSW, and that it is 
committed to the delivery of the Water Resource Plans.   
The vote in May on the proposed 605 GL of SDL 
adjustment measures in the southern valleys, which the 
Greens have moved to disallow, will be crucial.  

If the SDL adjustment measures were to be disallowed 
the Federal Government would have to secure an extra 
605 GL from the Murray, Murrumbidgee and Goulburn 
Rivers to meet the Basin Plan target of 2750 GL, 
potentially making the Basin Plan untenable for NSW. 
 
It’s hard to see much progress occurring until after the 
SA state election on 17th March, as we wait to see how 
the political negotiations evolve. 
 

Water Availability Update 
The Department of Industry - Water put out their 
February update on Lachlan water availability last 
week, and it can be downloaded HERE. 
 
Key points are that 55,000 ML of inflows to the system 
are needed in February before there can be a new AWD 
for general security.  The diagram below illustrates the 
commitments as at the end of January, the water 
available, and the 55,000 ML shortfall.  
 

 
 
A frequently asked question is why the operational 
losses are so high.   The WSP rules require that there’s 
enough water to run the river for and maintain supply 
to high security licences for the next 2 - 2.5 years before 

any new GS AWD can be allocated.  It takes 180,000 
ML/year to run the river, including delivering S&D 
replenishment flows to the Booberoi, Willandra, 
Merrowie and Muggabah & Merrimajeel Creeks.   A 
further 45,000 ML are required to deliver water to 
towns, S&D and high security licences, making a total of 
225,000 ML/year, or 450,000 ML over 2 years.  In 

Water Update 

The Parkes/Forbes Branch of NSW Farmers invite 
you to join Charlie Dowsett, DPI's Acting Deputy 
Director General - Water, NSW Farmers' 
President, Derek Schoen, and Lachlan Valley 
Water chairman Tom Green, for an update on the 
status of current water policy in NSW and how it 
relates to farmers in the Lachlan Valley. 
 
Don’t miss your chance to ask questions and 
provide feedback on this important issue for many 
Lachlan Valley farmers.  Where the water plan is 
up to, what is the current status of implementing 
water measurement and compliance etc.  
 
Venue: Forbes Services Club 
Time:  4.30pm, Tuesday 27

th
 February 

Followed by Drinks and Nibbles 

 Members free of charge 

 Non-members $10 

For more information contact:  
Catriona McAuliffe | Regional Services Manager 
mcauliffec@nswfarmers.org.au | 0488 100 005 

http://www.water.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/799542/WAS-Lachlan-Valley-180214.pdf
mailto:mcauliffec@nswfarmers.org.au


addition, there is an allowance for transmission losses 
on the volume of water that will be delivered to GS 
licences.  This brings the operational requirement for 
Feb 2018 – May 2020 to 505,000 ML. 
 
There’s more background on this in the WaterNSW 
Water Operations Report , which is published on their 
website on a quarterly basis, most recently in February. 
 
Usage up to 31 January has been 233,000 ML, and 
WaterNSW expects total usage for the Lachlan for 
2017/18 to be between 300,000 – 320,000 ML.  Usage 
to date for the Belubula is 5,000 ML and WaterNSW 
anticipates a total of 7,000 ML for the full year. 

New Water Licence Conditions 
We’ve had numerous calls about the letters stating the 
new licence provisions that have been sent to licence 
holders within the past 2-3 weeks.   
 
Under the new licence conditions water users are 
required to maintain a logbook unless the work is fitted 
with a meter and a data logger.  Importantly, the meter 
is defined as one that meets the Australian Standard 
AS4747, ie, it is pattern-approved by the National 
Measurement Institute, accurate within +/- 5% in the 
field, installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s or 
Australian standards, verified post-installation by a 
certified installer, and periodically revalidated to ensure 
the accuracy is maintained. 
 
The conditions on a works approval also specify that 
water extraction must be measured through a meter 
that complies with Australian Standard AS4747. 
 
The cover letter notes that the mandatory conditions, 
which include the logbook and meter requirements, 
apply immediately and that there is no scope to make a 
submission on these, although you can make a 
submission on the discretionary conditions. 
 
There is widespread confusion as the NSW Government 
also put out a water reform action plan in December 
setting out the steps it would be taking on compliance, 
and stating the Department would consult on a 
metering and water discussion paper incorporating: 

 An approach to implementing ‘no meter, no pump’ 

 Identification of necessary legislative reforms 

 How DoI Water will monitor metering 

 A timetable for implementing new metering 
requirements. 

 
However, the cover letter goes on to say that these 
logbook and metering conditions are likely to be 
replaced by new requirements that will be determined 
following consultation with water users. 

There is no dispute that water use must be accurately 
measured and recorded, but we believe the new 
conditions must be implemented in a workable manner.  
 
One of the issues with the Australian National Metering 
standards is that when they were introduced in 2010 
there were no pattern-approved meters, and as a result 
NSW introduced the NSW Interim Metering Standards, 
which allowed non pattern-approved meters, providing 
they met the +/- 5% accuracy limits, were installed with 
specified straight lengths of pipe upstream and 
downstream, had tamper proof seals, allowed the 
connection of a data logger, and other conditions.  
Many meters have since been installed in accordance 
with these provisions. 
 
Metering is a fundamental requirement and there must 
be clarity about how the transition from NSW Interim 
Standards to the Australian Standards will be managed, 
but there also needs to be readily available information 
on which brands of meter have obtained pattern-
approval.   Some of the questions about the licence 
conditions that have come up, and that we’re following 
up with DoI Water, are: 

 Where is the list of pattern-approved meters? 

 If an existing meter is compliant with the NSW 
Interim Standards, does that meet the new 
conditions?  If not, is there a transition period?  

 Will a licence holder who pumps only a small 
volume, say 20-30 ML/ year, be required to install 
an AS 4747 meter and data logger? 

 
While the letter is clear that the Department is only 
inviting submissions on the discretionary conditions, we 
encourage you to raise your concerns either to the 
phone no. or to the email address listed in the letter. 
 
In the meantime, NSW Farmers are holding a Water 
Update session at the Forbes RSL on Tuesday 27th 
February, starting at 4.30pm.  The guest speaker is 
Charlie Dowsett, the Acting Deputy Director General of 
Water, and therefore the ideal person to answer these 
questions.  The session is open to both members and 
non-members, and we encourage you to attend. 

 

If you have any questions about information in the 
newsletter please give us a call. 
 
Mary Ewing, Executive Officer, Lachlan Valley Water 
PO Box 819, FORBES NSW 2871 
mary.ewing@lvw.com.au 
(P) 02 6851 2538            (M) 0427 512 538 
Website: https://lvw.com.au 

https://www.waternsw.com.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/130518/Water-Operations-Lachlan-February-2018.pdf
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/water-reform
mailto:mary.ewing@lvw.com.au

